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nova lepidoptera 

Membersô letters and contributions are always welcome. Please donôt forget to enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope or International Reply Coupon if you would like a personal reply. 

The International Barclay James Harvest Fan Club 
Hamble Reach 
Oslands Lane 

Lower Swanwick 
Southampton 
SO31 7EG, GB 

 
 

e-mail: 75337.1745@compuserve.com 

http://www.ftech.net/~harvest/bjh-home.htm 
 

IBJHFC Hotline: (0891-299 736 
(Available only in the UK. Calls charged at 50p per minute at all times) 
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nova news... 

DREAM ON! 
 
 
As this issue went to press, Barclay James Harvestôs new studio album, River Of Dreams, 
was due to be released by Polydor GmbH in Germany in May, probably on the 26th. Release 
dates for other countries were still under discussion, but if you cannot find the album in your 
country we will endeavour to supply imported copies through Swallowtail. 
 
A one-track promo-only CD single of the title track was sent to (and played by!) German radio 
stations in April, and the band is being lined up for TV and radio appearances in Germany, but 
we donôt have any details yet. All club members should have received a special news bulletin 
back in the first week of April, but for the record, here is the album information once more:- 
 

River Of Dreams 
 
Back In The Game  [Les]; River Of Dreams  [John]; Yesterdayôs Heroes  [Les/Kevin 
McAlea]; Children Of The Disappeared  [John]; Pool Of Tears  [John]; Do You Believe In 
Dreams (Same Chance For Everyone)  [Les]; Took Me (So Long)  [Les]; Mister E  [John] 
Three Weeks To Despair  [John]; The Time Of Our Lives  [Les] 

 
The album was recorded and mixed at Friarmere Studios between February 1996 and 
February 1997, and was produced by Barclay James Harvest and Martin Lawrence. 
 
One departure for this album is the use of new session musicians: Johnny Musgrove on guitar, 
who, when heôs not playing with BJH, is studying at Salford University, and on keyboards youôll 
hear the work of Jeff Leach, who has previously worked with Martin Lawrence and Joe 
Longthorne.  Jeff also provided the string arrangement with which the album opens. BJHôs old 
friends Kevin MacAlea and Colin Browne also supplied musical contributions to the first two 
tracks to be recorded, namely ñYesterdayôs Heroesò and the title track. 
 
For an in-depth portfolio of the album, turn to page 8 of this issue. 
 
 

Live Shows 
 
BJH will be appearing at two open-air ñOut In The Greenò festivals in Germany in July, 
together with Emerson, Lake and Palmer, Foreigner and Art Garfunkel. Dates are:- 
 

Friday, July 4th:   Halle Preisnitzinsel 
Saturday, July 5th:  Dortmund Westfalenpark 

 
As ever, we are unable to get tickets or back stage passes for club members, but if you are 
considering travelling long distances, tickets should be available on the day. There is a 
possibility of a longer tour in the autumn - if you would like information about any concerts 
outside your own country, please send us an SAE or a self-addressed envelope with an IRC.  
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Weôve 
Moved! 

 
 
WE FINALLY MOVED HOUSE in May, so 
with immediate effect thereôs a new address 
for the fan club and Swallowtail. All 
correspondence should now be sent to:- 
 

Hamble Reach 
Oslands Lane 

Lower Swanwick 
Southampton 

SO31 7EG 

 
Life has been somewhat hectic of late, what 
with a new baby, job relocation and a house 
move, and itôs going to take a little while to 
get ourselves fully organised. Weôve 
decided to carry on with the fan club for as 
long as we are able (and for as long as 
BJHôs activities make it worthwhile), but we 
have to ask everyone to be patient if the 
service is not always quite so fast as it has 
been in the past. Keithôs job will involve a lot 
of commuting which will cut down on the 
time available for answering letters etc., 
whilst anyone with children wonôt need 
telling how time-consuming they can be! 
. 
. 
Having said that, straightforward orders for 
CDs and so on will still be sent out within a 
few days of receipt, and NL will be 
despatched on time - itôs just the longer 
letters or more complicated questions which 
will take a little longer to deal with. 
 
 
There are ways in which you can help us, 
too: please include your membership 
number in correspondence and enclose a 
stamped addressed envelope or 
International Reply Coupon if you would like 
a reply. 

Club News 
 
 

T-Shirts 
 
As promised in the last NL, we can now 
offer a brand-new club T-shirt design. Peter 
Martin-Brooksô Barclay James Harvest 
ñfamily crestò, which appeared on the front 
cover of the last NL, proved so popular that 
we have decided to base the new design on 
that. The T-shirt is made of good quality 
grey cotton, with the crest embroidered on 
the breast in red, pink, black and white. It is 
available in extra-large, large or medium 
sizes at a price of £10.00 in the UK (rest of 
Europe £11.00 and £12.00 elsewhere). 
 
 

NL Covers For Framing 
 
We can also offer Peterôs cover as a print 
ready for framing. The print is on the same 
quality paper as the cover of NL36, but 
slightly larger to allow a border for framing.  
The cost is £1.50 inclusive of postage and 
packing in the UK (£2.00 for the rest of 
Europe, £3.00 elsewhere). 
 
 

Posters 
 
Apologies to all those who were 
disappointed when ordering the posters 
advertised in the last issue of NL - as stated 
there, we only had a limited supply, and 
some of the posters sold out very quickly 
indeed. At the time of writing we still have 
very limited stocks of the following posters:- 
1984 Berlin Deutschlandhalle; 1984 Victims 
Tour; 1987 Berlin Deutschlandhalle; 1990 
Berlin Tempodrom; 1990 Welcome Tour. 

The prices in the last NL were rather 
confusing, as I didnôt make it sufficiently 
clear that the giant 1990 poster was in two 
sheets and priced as two posters - 
apologies to anyone who was caught out.  

nova news... 
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New Reissue Label 
Launches With BJH 

. 

. 
A NEW RECORD LABEL which will 

specialise in CD reissues of seventies rock 
music is being launched with two original 
Barclay James Harvest albums. The 
Brimstone label will concentrate on the 
collectorsô market with high-quality 
reproductions of the original album 
packaging, and the first two CDs scheduled 
for release on the label are BJHôs Early 
Morning Onwards and the quadraphonic 
version of Once Again. 
 
Early Morning Onwards was the first ever 

BJH compilation album, and was many 
fansô first introduction to the band. The 
album has been unavailable since the 
1970s, and this will be its first appearance 
on CD. The reissue will include both the 
original black sleeve with band photo and 
the later white design with orange lettering, 
arranged in such a way that the buyer can 
select which design appears at the front of 
the CD case. 
 
The quadraphonic mix of Once Again 

sounds quite different from the stereo 
version, even without a special decoder, as 
those who are familiar with the two quad 
tracks included on The Harvest Years will 
already know. Extra instruments and 
backing vocals were added and the result 
shows a classic BJH album in a new light. 
Musical purists will be relieved to hear that 
this CD does not use the version of 
ñVanessa Simmonsò which appeared on the 
UK quadraphonic LP and featured some out
-of-tune vocals which the band had earlier 
scrapped, but a revised version  which was 
only released on an incredibly obscure 
Brazilian pressing! 
 
Both of the Brimstone CDs will be available 
soon from Swallowtail - please contact us 
for details.  

Dutch EMI CD 
 
 
Just after the last NL was sent out, a 
number of club members made us aware of 
another EMI compilation CD of early BJH 
material which was released in February in 
The Netherlands. As usual, nobody told the 
band or ourselves that the budget-price CD 
was planned for release, so many thanks to 
you for keeping us informed. Track details 
are as follows:- 
 
 
Mocking Bird  

(Disky DC 867212, February 1997) 
 
Mocking Bird 
Mr. Sunshine 
I Can't Go On Without You 
Early Morning 
Ball And Chain 
Medicine Man 
Someone There You Know 
The Joker 
Summer Soldier 
When The City Sleeps 
Brother Thrush 
Good Love Child 
The Iron Maiden 
Moonwater 
 
The CD seems to be available from several 
UK outlets, priced at around £5.00 to £6.00. 
 
 
 
 

Membership Cards 
 
 
Please note that, as stated in earlier NLs, 
we no longer issue club membership cards. 
If you require a receipt when renewing, 
please enclose an SAE or IRC. 

 
 

nova news 
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  nova news 
..Other Short Stories.. 

 
 
...A South Korean record company has 
issued a series of classic progressive rock 
albums on vinyl LP, included in which is 
Barclay James Harvestôs Once Again. The 
LP appeared on the Si Wan label 
(catalogue number SRML 6008), and 
features a faithful reproduction of the 
original sleeve, premium quality vinyl and 
anti-static inner sleeve. The BJH album was 
a limited pressing of 1,000 copies, which 
are likely to become highly sought-after 
collectors items... 
 
 
...BBC2 viewers may have caught a 
programme in the series Wilderness Walks 
in February about Knoydart, the peninsula 

in the Western Highlands of Scotland which 
inspired John to write both the song of the 
same name and ñForever Yesterdayò. The 
programme covered both the geography of 
the area and the history of the clearances... 
 
 
...Thanks to Peter Kendall for the following 
additional information following our recent 
series about BJHôs TV appearances: 

. 
05.01.80 ñLove On The Lineò was 
performed on Rock Pop in Germany. 

 
08.09.81 ñBack To The Wallò on the 
German Bananas show was on ARD. 

 
04.01.84 was the date of the Vorsicht - 
Musik! broadcast. 

l 
14.01.85 ñMother & Child Reunionò video-
clip, including Les and John, shown on the 
Formel Eins programme on BR3, N3 etc. 

 
06.12.86 was the date of BJHôs appearance 
on Peterôs Pop Show. 

 
08.10.94: repeat of 1982 Musicbox mit 
Desiree show on ZDF. 

02.10.95: StarSat one-hour special 

featuring BJH on German StarSat channel. 
 
Finally, NME (07.07.73) reported that the 
White City Festival was to be recorded for 
broadcast by Radio Luxembourg and 
possibly filmed by an American TV 
company. Any more information gratefully 
received... 
 
 
...More of those Various Artists albums 

including BJH songs: German record club 
Bertelsmann released Rock ónô Romance (2 
CD 36300 2), a double CD featuring ñChild 
Of The Universeò (1974 version) and The 
Original Megahits Of The 70s & The 80s (4 
CD 36140 2), a 4CD set which includes 
ñHymnò. Special thanks to Rolf Tomb¿lt for 
the information about these two. 
 
For the really serious(ly rich!) collector, 
Madge Liles and Graham Wheelwright 
found an English mail-order catalogue with 
an 18CD boxed set (sic) under the name 
Alice Cooper Presents The A-Z Of Rock 

(label and number unknown), with 300 rock 
classics, amongst which is ñLife Is For 
Livingò. The price? A bargain Ã169.99... 
 
 
...Finally, Polygram UK are considering 
releasing a 2CD anthology of BJHôs 
Polydor years, and have asked us for 
some fan input - if there are any particular 
tracks which you would like to see included, 
please let us know as soon as possible... 
 
 
 

Prize Poll 
 
 
Tell us what you think of the new album and 
win a prize! To enter, simply send us your 
top three songs from River Of Dreams, to 

enable us to print a poll in the next issue of 
NL, and all entrants will be entered in a 
special prize draw. 
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Recording Details 
 
 
Recording Dates: 

February 1996 to February 1997 
 
Recording Studios: 

Friarmere Studios, Saddleworth 
 
Producer: 

Barclay James Harvest & Martin Lawrence 
 
Engineer: 
Martin Lawrence 
 
 
 

Guest Musicians 
 
 
Kevin McAlea and Colin Browne on ñRiver 
Of Dreamsò and ñYesterdayôs Heroesò, Jeff 
Leach (keyboards, plus the string 
arrangement on ñBack In The Gameò) and 
Jonathan Musgrove (guitar). Jeff Leach had 
previously worked with Martin Lawrence 
and Joe Longthorne, whilst Jonathan 
Musgrove is a student at Salford University. 

Sleeve 
 
 
Designed by Dirk Rudolph, who was also 
responsible for, amongst others, the cover 
of Bryan Adams Eighteen óTil I Die. 
 
 

************************************** 
 

Back In The Game 
 
Les gets us underway with a positive 
statement of intent, and BJH are back in 
business. Jeff Leachôs string overture leads 
us into the acoustic guitar intro. before John 
steps in with some fine lead guitar 
reminiscent of the bandôs mid-seventies 
sound, which matches the songôs subject 
matter. The song is commercial enough to 
have single potential, and from this opening 
track itôs apparent that there has been 
considerably more collaboration on the 
songs than was the case on Caught In The 
Light. The result is an album which has that 

unmistakeable classic BJH sound - a fine 
start! 
 

album portfolio  

ñRIVER OF DREAMSò 
 

Back In The Game  [Les Holroyd] 

River Of Dreams  [John Lees] 
Yesterdayôs Heroes  [Les Holroyd/Kevin MacAlea] 

Children Of The Disappeared  [John Lees] 

Pool Of Tears  [John Lees] 

Do You Believe In Dreams (Same Chance For Everyone)  [Les] 
(Took Me) So Long  [Les Holroyd] 

Mr. E  [John Lees] 

Three Weeks To Despair  [John Lees] 
The Time Of Our Lives  [Les Holroyd] 

 

 
German Release Date: 26th May, 1997 

German Catalogue No.: ???? 

? 
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River Of Dreams 
 
Johnôs first contribution (and, incidentally, 
the first time that he has written the title 
track of a BJH album) begins with a country-
ish introduction before developing into a 
catchy sing-along, in stark contrast to the 
lyrics, which deal with looking back on life in 
disillusionment. The song was first 
performed live in November 1995 and 
written just after the band had been 
embroiled in a long-running court case 
brought by Robert Godfrey. 
 
 

Yesterdayôs Heroes 
 
Dating from the same period, ñYesterdayôs 
Heroesò also has a very retrospective 
theme, with Lesôs lyrics facing up to those 
who would try to ñkeep the (BJH) flame from 
burningò in defiant mood. It begins with a 
hypnotic Pink Floydian feel, then some 
powerful guitar riffs set the scene for a 
potential BJH classic. 
 
 

Children Of The Disappeared 
 
Johnôs next song is a brilliant evocation of 
the climate of fear which affects the parents 
of young children in these less innocent 
times. Musically, the sparse, piano led 
beginning and end and the beautiful string 
accompaniment recall the melodies of 
Loveôs Forever Changes, whilst the middle 

section takes BJH into previously 
unexplored areas - still innovative after all 
these years!  A magnificent, emotionally 
affecting song. 
 
 

Pool Of Tears 
 

A great contrast here, as John shows his 
lighter side with a song about lost love. 
There is a touch of ñOrigin Earthò about the 

melody, but with an unusually jazzy feel, 
maybe due to the new session musicians. 

Do You Believe In Dreams 
(Same Chance For Everyone) 

 
Back to Les, now, for a song with a romantic 
flavour and harmonies which recall earlier 
classics like ñJonathanò. 
 
 

(Took Me) So Long 
 
A slower ballad from Les, showcasing some 
more of Lesôs classical guitar expertise as 
well as some moody lead playing from 
John. Some neat key changes and a 
contrasting middle eight add the icing to the 
cake. 
 

Mr. E 
 
Johnôs affection for The Beatles is in 
evidence again here with a musical quote 
from ñStrawberry Fields Foreverò, but the 
lyrics here are as devious as anything heôs 
written. One interpretation would be that 
heôs referring to the drug ecstasy, but the 
song can be read on many levels. 
Ultimately, the subject, as John undoubtedly 
intended, is a mystery... 
 

 

Three Weeks To Despair 
 
No doubts here, as John tackles the subject 
of homelessness. Inspired by two articles in 
the Sunday Times written by Margarette 
Driscoll, the song has a dreamy melody, 
almost like a lullaby, but the chilling quotes 
from a homeless man whom John and 
Martin interviewed in Stockport are enough 
to touch the most cynical heart. 
 
 

The Time Of Our Lives 
 
We finish where we began, with a fine song 
from Les. Lots of acoustic guitars and a 
memorable melody ensure that the album 
ends on an upbeat note.  

album portfolio 
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places that Iôve seen 



Page 11 

places that Iôve seen 
 



Page 12 

Welcome to the first in a new series spotlighting some of BJHôs most notable 
live performances over the years, starting with the largest indoor show which 

the band have ever played in Britain. Coming at the end of a gruelling but highly 
successful fifty-date European Tour, the concert marked a triumphant return to 

their home territory for the band, and was captured on film for TV and video. 

tonight lives on for years... 

Wembley 
 

Date: 13th October, 1984 
Venue: Wembley Arena, London 

Attendance: 8,000 
Live Set: 

 
Fifties Child; Hold On; Rebel Woman; Waiting 
For The Right Time; Just A Day Away; Iôve Got 
A Feeling; Sideshow; Rock óNô Roll Lady; 

Paraiso Dos Cavalos; Victims Of Circumstance; 
Poor Manôs Moody Blues; Life Is For Living; For 
Your Love; Looking From The Outside; Child Of 

The Universe; Berlin; Inside My Nightmare; 
Ring Of Changes; Hymn 
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tonight lives on for years... 

û Music Week, 
     10/84 
 
 
 
Kerrang!, 
.  1/11/84  ü 


