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THE VERY BEST OF BARCLAY JAMES HARVEST

That's the title of the forthcoming CD, LP and cassette to be issued
by Polystar in Germany and Polydor in the rest of Europe. It will be
out in Germany and France in October, whilst the UK release is set for
January to coincide with the band's tour of the British Isles, British
fans are advised not to buy imported copies, as heavy advertising
in Germany and France will mean a higher price in those countries.
The final track listing was not available as NL went to press, but the
sixteen songs will almost certainly include "Mockingbird™, "Child Of
The Universe™, "Titles", "Hymn", "Poor Man's Moody Blues", "Life Is
For Livimg", "Victims Of Circumstance™ and "John Lemnon's Guitar".
There will not be any new songs, but it's likely that the album will
include unreleased live versions from the 1987 concert in East Berlin,
The 25th Anniversary Tour 1is planned to include around twenty dates
in Britain from mid-February to the end of March, followed by further
shows in FEurope, If dates are announced between NLs, we'll write to
everyone before tickets go on sale, In the meantime BJH will be
working on a new album, which it is hoped will also be out next year.

REISSUES DEPARTMENT

C & D Compact Disc Services tell us that "Other Short Stories" is due
out on CD in Japan! EMI UK are unable to confirm this, so we suggest
that you contact C & D (tel: 0382 76595) or other importers for
details, Still no news from Germany as to whether they plan to issue
the original Harvest albums on CD,.. Meanwhile, for the receord,
"The Harvest Years™ was released by EMI on May 20th as a triple LP (EN
5014), double CD (CDEN 5014) and double cassette (TCEN 5014), and
"Barclay James Harvest Live"” came out on July 8th (dcouble album
Connoisseur VSOPLP 164, single CD VSOPCD 164, doubleplay cassette
VSOPMC 164). Our grateful thanks to EMI and Connoisseur for enabling
us to despatch Swallowtail orders before the respective release dates,

QUESTIONNAIRE AND PRIZE DRAW

Inside this NL you'll find our latest questionnaire: apart from your
favourite BJH songs and LPs, we also want to know which songs you'd
like to see BJH perform on the next tour, and what you think of
various aspects of the c¢lub., Obviously, the final decision on live
gets is the band's, and IBJHFC is limited by financial constraints,
but we'll do our best to guide the club in the direction you want,
We'd like everyome to return their form, so we're giving away prizes
including the rare juke-box single of "Hymn"/"Life Is For Living" to
members whose forms are drawn after the closing date, October 10th.

RITCHIR CLOSE

We were saddened to hear of the recent tragic death of Ritchie Close,
the keyboard player and arranger who worked with BJH on "Octoberon"
and "Welcome To The Show", as well as Mandalaband's "Eye Of Wendor”.
Ritchie died of kidney failure, having contracted viral pneumonia
while working in Paris. Apart from his contributions to BJH's output,
he also wrote theme music for Granada TV shows such as "Watching",
played with Maddy Prior and appeared on both of Jon Astley's solo LPs.
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SOME YOU WIN... SOME YOU LOSE...
BARCLAY JAMES HARVEST
The Harvest Yoars
HARVEST ENS014
EMI's The Harvest Years Twenty-fiva years ago Barclay james Harvest
(CDS 7963002) is an exemp- cmmdow;::‘m.uu.nm
lary career summation of Bar- - M . phl. s i —
clay James Harvest. The 31- racks from their early ‘70s ve;:cmlr:)l.ahel
track, two-CD package has that borrowed their namea but failed to find
bsen cesned up (by their audience - they bombed in Britain
HNolNOIEE), the ary: - Mg n"fmqmm’;?fmm
formative and the tracks well Whila bt = ST
chosen to fllustrate the group's Mm;:;nudmuwngkdnL
!’"‘nd of symphonic progress- orchestrations add occasional lustre, for the
ive rock. most part i’s prim acoustic guitar, wibbly-
wobbly meliotron and, lest unwontad
bveliness threaten, a "'rhyythm” section quite
radiant with inerta. ie stancdard
contemporary accompanrment to the sort of
vaporous pastoral metaphars which gave
peace and love a bad name for more thana
decade Tramspotterly consolabon comes
[Above: "Music Week", 22-6-91, ity radd
Right: "Q", July 1991] Phul Sutcidie
BJN STICKERS

Now available: round stickers (50mm diameter) with the club logo and
"Barclay James Harvest + BJH"™ in green on white. Only E1.00 for six,
or two free with any order from the Club Offers or Swallowtail forms,
Please make cheques etc, out to "The International BJH Fan Club".

QUESTION TIME

In response to a number of requests, we're bringing back a feature
from the old FOBJH newsletters, whereby you send in questions and we
print the answers in NL, The first "Question Time"™ will be with
Keith, so if there's anything you want to know about the club or
Feith's r8le in it, write in, and we'll print as many questions as
space permits. The next NL will also contain another new feature,
"Tell Me The Answer™, for everything you always wanted to know about
BJH and their records but were afraid to ask! Who was "a friend whose
name was farr"?; when was their first chart record?; why do they use a
butterfly as their symbol? - we can't guarantee to know all the
anawvers, but we'll do our best to find out!

«+-OTHER SHORT STORIES...

.+..Three compilations including BJH have come out in Europe: EMI's
"Masterpieces" is a German dowble tape, triple LP and CD, including
"Mockingbird" (LP EMI/Electrola 795673-1). "Rock Romances™ (K-Tel
Switzerland 330002-2) 4is a CP 4including "Life Is For Living" which
costs DM30-, and, finally, "Streicheleinheiten™ is a double CD, LP and
tape available only through a German record club, The BJH track is
"Hymn", and the LP catalogue number 1is 47458-5. Birgit Hochrein has
very kindly offered to get copies of this album, or other German CDs,
for club members: the cost is DM29- for the "Streicheleinheiten” LP or
cassette, and DM39- for the CD, plus about DM8- postage -~ write first
to Birgit at Edlinger Platz 2A, W-8000 Mlinchen 90, Germany...



THE NT I"NEGER VEEIE W

How did you first get invol-
ved in the music business?

I was a student at Ewell
Tech. 1in Surrey, re-doing
A-levels, and started work-
ing on the Entertainments
Committee., At the end of
1969 1 was voted Social
Secretary: that was my first
actual involvement in the

music business. I then
managed to get myself
involved 1in the Chartered
Auctioneering Surveyors

Course, basically because it
was a three year course and
I didn't have to take any
exams for two years! We were
involved in the early devel-
opment of artists with
colleges, and Caravan played
for us at least twice a
term, We had a 1lot of
artists - Queen used to play
on the floor as an opening
act, Genesis used to sup-
port Caravan for the grand
fee of about £25.00.

WVhere did you go from there?
At the end of 1970, when I
left college, I decided that
I wanted to manage rock and
roll bands, s0 I found a

very talented musician
called Mike Parsons, who had
a group called Flying

Fortress which I got involved in. Then I had a call from Chris Ewell,
who was working for The Red Bus Company, and he said "Do you want to
come and work for me and book groups? I'll pay you £12.50 a week". So
1 started as a booker, and we ended up representing Humble Pie and
various other artists. That was my first direct contact with Barclay
James Harvest: Red Bus also owned The Temple, which was the club
underneath for all-nighters, and the Barclays played it; I was in
deep negotiation with TIan Cassie and David Crowe, who were the
Barclays' managers then, to represent them as an agent. Red Bus
actually took a double decker red bus to the Weeley festival - the
idea was that it picked key journalists up from the office in Wardour
Street and then drove to Weeley: it got as far as 121, Shaftesbury
Avenue and broke down! It actually had to be towed to Weeley, all the
way! Red Bus folded and I moved te MAM. I was still negotiating with
the band, and in 1972 they finally agreed that T could represent them.
The group went to South Africa, and the first dates which I actually
booked were in the UK immediately after that. Of course half the gigs
got cancelled because of bomb warnings etc., so my first actual work
with the band as their agent wasn't terribly successful!






